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The Instituto Universitario Europeo of Florence (IUE) 
annually celebrates a high-level conference with the 
goal of refl ecting on the European Union (EU). This 

year, it was held from May 7 to 9 and focused on “the future 
of Europe´s political and social model in regards to the next 
European elections”.

I had the honor and pleasure of assisting the conference, which 
took place in two of the most emblematic buildings of the 
already incomparable city of Florence: the “Badia Fiesolana” 
(IUE headquarters) and the historical “Palazzo Vecchio”, which 
contributes its own identity to the impressive “Piazza della 
Signoria”. Both headquarters, according to the participants, 
were perfectly chosen for such a grand discussion.

It should be noted that since its foundation, the IUE has become 
an essential reference not only for scholars of European 
integration, but also, and equally importantly, to promote such 
integration. With this in mind, kudos to its current President, 
Professor J. H. H. Weiler, who is not only an  "alma mater" in 
the organization of the Conference, but also made it successful 
by raising interesting questions and making conscientious 
refl ections which obviously came from a deep knowledge of 
the European continent and its evolution.

The conference was attended by participants such as 
European Commission Ex-President Romano Prodi 
and current candidates Bové, Verhostad, Schulz and 
Juncker, current President José Manuel Barroso, as well 
as Commissioner for Trade, Karel De Gucht. Italian Ex-
Prime Minister Mario Monti and current Prime Minister 
Matteo Renzi, fi nancier Georges Soros and several other 
ministers of the Italian Government also attended the 
conference —Italy will be the next country to chair the EU— 
among other very prominent politicians, media, university 
representatives, to name a few.

It is quite diffi  cult to transmit the ideas that were expressed 
over a few intense days of refl ection and debate in such a 
short space. It requires and deserves a thorough analysis 
which I am sure the IUE will spearhead. However, I wish to 
emphasize that although Europe does not have a common 
history, its destiny is shared.

Europe is the shared destiny of the Europeans. The 
European integration project is the best, if not the only, 
response to the current dynamics of globalization. There 
is not a single European Union member state, regardless 
of its size, that could singlehandedly tackle the issue of 
the potential of the large areas of our planet.

On May 9th we commemorated the 64th anniversary of 
the Schuman Declaration. Barroso reminded us as he took 
stock of his ten years as Head of the Commission. As it 
continues to apply, it is worthwhile emphasizing this key 
quote, “Europe will not be made all at once, or according to 
a single plan. It will be built through concrete achievements 
which fi rst create a de facto solidarity.”

In this time, much has been done to incite the construction 
of a Europe in which all villages may peacefully exist; 
the Schengen Agreement and the Euro serves as perfect 
examples of this. These are unimaginable and awesome 
achievements for a continent once devastated by World War 
II not so long ago.



by its key players. As a faithful 
reflection of itself, its member states 
have almost increased five times. No one 
else in the world can compete. 

The idea of Europe —that great 
book by Steiner, in spite of its small 
size— should not answer to numbers 
or encryption, but rather to the 
spiritual and cultural experiences of 
our civilization, to the identifying 
elements that make up our society 
and which we must defend with a 
feeling of ownership, to the “Fathers 
of Europe” who were visionaries 
and who understood that European 
problems need European solutions.

This is true. But it is just as true that 
we have much more to do if we plan 
to continue moving forward with this 
project for European integration. 
This project of coexistence, which 
is a “work in progress”, needs the 
Europeans´ constant care, and must 
be treated as if it were a valuable 
commodity, one which took a great 
deal of effort to achieve but can be 
easily lost. It is a project which in 
its short history has withstood and 
continues to withstand many strains, 
some of which have been very trying, 
but despite everything, continues 
to make progress, although this 
sometimes may not be acknowledged 

“Europe is the 
shared destiny of the 

Europeans”
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d+i is the LLORENTE & CUENCA Ideas, Analysis and 
Trends Centre. 

Because we have a new macroeconomic and social script. 
And communication is not lagging behind. It is progressing. 

d+i is a global combination of relations and exchange 
of knowledge that identifies, focuses and transmits new 
communication patterns from an independent position. 

d+i is a constant flow of ideas moving ahead of new trends in 
information and business management.

d+i LLORENTE & CUENCA exists because reality is not black 
or white.
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